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During the National War of Resistance, countless progressive youths were
deeply inspired by the resolute faith, democratic atmosphere and noble
aspirations of Yan’an, viewing it as “Revolutionary Holy Land”. These young
people came from all corners of the world, among them were students, cultural
workers and medical practitioners, including volunteers who travelled up
north, patriotic compatriots from overseas who cared deeply about their
nation, and international friends who travelled from thousands of miles away to
dedicate all their passion to the national salvation movement of China. This
highlights the enduring appeal of the Yan’an Spirit to the young generation.
Youths have always brought immense energy to their mission and passionately
practicing their beliefs, writing the everlasting history of the era.

This exhibition illustrates how the Communist Party of China led the resistance
during the War of Resistance, offering an overview of patriotic youths from
across the country and international friends who travelled to Yan’an to support
the war effort. It also recounts the poignant story of the deep bond between
Yan’an and Hong Kong amid the flames of war, reflecting on past and present
so that the public may remember the historical contributions of the Communist
Party of China and the patriotic spirit of young people.
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Yan'an during the War of Resistance
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Yan’an is situated in the heart of the Loess Plateau in Northern
Shaanxi Province, along the middle reaches of the Yellow River. It

is a world-famous Revolutionary Holy Land in China, giving rise to
the enduring Yan’an Spirit.
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UNITED IN THE WAR OF RESISTANCE:
A BRIGHT BEACON
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Bugle Used by the Eighth Route
Army (Replica)
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Collection of the Chinese People’s Anti-Japanese
Military and Political University Memorial Hall

The force of fascist Japanese militarism ignited the flames of aggression in the East.
Confronting foreign invasion, the sons and daughters of China set aside their -
political affiliations, ethnicity and regional differences to stand shoulder-to shoulder,
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creating a surging wave of momentum for the united national front for the War of NERERPEHEEEEREENMBRENE BFEH
Resistance. Serving as the vanguard of the war, patriotic youths rallied under the ARBHRENGIB1937F  FHKEPILEY T DB
banner of the national united front, an alliance initiated by the Communist Party of BATrEAEnBRENTNEREREGEE/\KEo-
China, based on cooperation with the Nationalist Party. They engaged in the

salvation movement in their own ways. Yan’an served as the epicentre and spiritual The Eighth Route Army was an Anti-Japanese armed force led

directly by the Communist Party of China and the predecessor of
the People’s Liberation Army. In 1937, the Chinese Red Army, the
main unit of the Communist Party of China’s armed force in
Northern Shaanxi, was reorganised by the Nationalist government
- . B s b e into the Eighth Route Army of the National Revolutionary Army.

beacon for the national salvation movement since then.
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On 1 March 1937, Mao Zedong met
American journalist Agnes Smedley in
Yan’an. He explained the united front

policy and stated that its core goal was to
resist the Japanese invasion.
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On the United Front: Our Proposél to Resist Japan
and Save the Nation in the Past Year, 1937
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Collection of the Memorial Museum of
the Eighth Route Army Xi’an Office
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CHASING DREAMS ON THE HOLY LAND,

A JOINT JOURNEY OF YOUTHS
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Anti-Japanese Military and

- " fE4. | Political University, 1940
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Collection of the Memorial Museum of
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From the outbreak of the full-scale War of Resistance in 1937 until roughly 1941,
40,000 intellectuals flocked to Yan’an. They renounced a life of comfort and broke — : 2B J E
through enemy blockades. These devoted souls exemplified what it meant for a «E,_:E _&E» nE‘ L& jT
youth generation to bear responsibility for their nation. During this period, the : 11=s aum-unm
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China established more than 30 cadre : Red Star Over China
schools under harsh conditions, guiding these patriotic youths to become fully e
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qualified revolutionary warriors. This provided the nation with a stable pool of Collecion of e ek aad Miicatmm o
talents and nurtured a large number of key figures, driving the force to secure victory the Eighth Route Army Xi'an Office 1
for the Chinese revolution and building the nation. \
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At a time when the Western world viewed “Red China” with suspicion and l_]\f[l%& gl ¥

consternation, a group of international friends, driven by a commitment to ¥  LEARN MORE I

righteousness and the spirit of internationalism, broke through barriers to fight e = o HE st Er 5p
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Written by American journalist Edgar Snow, Red Star Over China records his
firsthand experiences visiting the revolutionary base of Northern Shaanxi from
June to October 1936.
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(Visitors can read related books at the Youth Academy on the Upper Redoubt.)
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Xian Xinghai’s Conducting Baton (Replica)
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Collection of the Yan’an Literature
and Art Memorial Museum
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Xian Xinghai (1905-1945) was a renowned

composer, known for his epic work Yellow A
River Cantata, which was created in Yan’an. |'
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Excerpt from “Defending the Yellow River”

The wind is howling, horses are neighing.
The Yellow River is Roaring. The Yellow River is Roaring.

(FERAIB(EARGERINE LS -HAESFH-
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“Defending the Yellow River” is the seventh movement of the Yellow River

Cantata, with lyrics by Guang Weiran and music composed by Xian Xinghai.
It was completed in 1939 and subsequently spread throughout the country.
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A Small Scene of Northern Shaanxi
by Liu Xian (1941 version)

L B4 R R
Collection of the Yan’an Literature
and Art Memorial Museum
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This print captures daily life in the cave dwellings in Northern Shaanxi, depicting donkeys hauling supplies
and villagers farming the land during the War of Resistance.

1)V K o

=< LEARN MORE

ZIUR (1915-1990) A EZ R
R 2 M55 B B B 2 i £ B A& if
BiRiEH-

Liu ‘Xian (1915-1990), originally named Wang
Zhidui, was a renowned printmaker who taught at

the Lu Xun Academy of Arts and Literature in
Yan’an during the War of Resistance. \

FH HD




8 il &)1 &6k R i
03 CONSOLIDATING POWER IN HONG KONG,
UNITED AS ONE
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During the War of Resistance, Yan’an and Hong Kong forged extremely close strategic
ties. The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China in Yan’an established a
party organisation in Hong Kong, actively mobilising and led the anti-Japanese salvation
movement across South China and overseas. Hong Kong became an important window to
promote the War of Resistance to the world. The connection between the two places was
not only reflected in the transfer of manpower, but extended to the key personnels in the
guerrillas who maintained close ties with Yan'an as well.

Under the mobilisation efforts of the Communist Party of China, people from all walks of
life, especially local youths filled with patriotic fervour and supported the war effort
through fundraising and relief activities. After the fall of Hong Kong, some local students
and youths travelled north to engage in anti-Japanese activities, while others stayed in
Hong Kong and joined the guerrilla forces in armed struggle, each of them contributing to
the war effort in their own ways.
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Vinyl record of Sending Winter Clothes
by Lam Yee-mui, 1938
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Collection of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum
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The Eastern Pictorial, 1941
HAELIEYER

Collection of the Hong Kong Museum of History
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The Eastern Pictorial covered a wide range of topics, including the latest news
in the War of Resistance, science, economics, industry trends and literary works.

The magazine utilised bilingual captions in English and Chinese for their
illustrations and photographs to appeal to international readers.
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Lam Yee-mui was a renowned Cantonese opera star in
the 1920s, known by the stage name Soo Chou-mui.
She made the vinyl records, like Sending Winter

Clothes, as part of her charity drive to raise funds for
compatriots suffering during this national crisis.
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Opening Hours
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Hong Kong Museum of the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence March to September:
Monday to Wednesday, Friday to Sunday: 10 am - 6 pm
N “ D W= '='
O BBYEER B N
. . ctoper 10 repruary.
175 TUI"Ig Hel Road, Shau Kel Wan’ Hong Kong Monday to Wednesday, Friday to Sunday: 10 am - 5 pm

@ hk.waranddefence.museum -
Closed on Thursdays (except public holidays),

A 2569 1500 the first two days of the Lunar New Year




